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piano with his father, and played the organ at the Cathedral in Sucre.
He has published an important collection for piano, Musica National
Boliviana, comprising twenty original Cuecas, in the native vein. Roncal's
piano piece entitled Jazz, which is also published, is a curious reflection of
American popular music.

Teofilo VARGAS, the folkloric composer and music scholar, was born
in 1868. He was choirmaster of the Cathedral at Cochabamba from 1892
to 1938, and wrote a Mass, Nino Dios, for chorus and orchestra. His piano
pieces, El Huerjanoy Suspires, Idillo, and Ecos del Lit oral (a battle
piece), have been published by the composer. Vargas has made an im-
portant contribution to Bolivian musical folklore in the publication of
three volumes under the title Aires Nationals de Bolivia (1940) which
contain harmonizations of authentic melodies, as well as original com-
positions. Vargas admits, however, that his music "makes no claim to
scientific knowledge of harmony, and is the product of a desire to prove to
foreign nations the existence of Bolivian national music." Vargas' sym-
phonic overture. La Coronilla, was performed by the Orquesta Sinjonica
National of La Paz on October 24, 1942.

Jose Maria VELASCO MAIDANA (1899------) *s ^e foremost Bolivian

composer. He studied in Buenos Aires, specializing in violin. At the same
time, he began composing music based on Bolivian folklore. His major
work is the ballet Amerindia, designed as a glorification of the "new In-
dian of tomorrow." Velasco Maidana was invited by the German Ministry
of Propaganda to present,his ballet in Berlin, and the performance took
place on December 6, 1938. When Am&rindia was performed in La Paz
on May 27, 1940, the President of the Republic welcomed it in a special
message to the composer as "an event of transcendent significance in the
history of Bolivia's artistic culture." Velasco Maidana is the conductor of
the Orquesta Smfomca National in La Paz. In 1943 he toured Peru and
Mexico, where he presented concerts of Bolivian music. The following
works by Velasco Maidana were performed by the La Paz Symphony
under his direction: symphonic legend, Cory War a (October 6, 1941)5
overture, Los Hijos del Sol (February 6, 1942) $ symphonic poem, Vida
de Condores (March 14, 1942) j Los Huacos (April 22, 1942)5 Los
Khusillos and Cuento Brujo (April n, 1943).

Humberto VISCARRA MONJE (1898------) studied at the Conservatory

of La Paz, and later in Italy. He is the author of piano pieces in a some-
what academic manner.